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1. Watch that winter consumption

2. Cohabitation or co-ownership in 
 Sectional Title

3. Catch Marina on TV

4. With thanks....

5. Facebook
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What’s Watt? Winter will undoubtedly be on our doorstep in the next couple 
of weeks and so too will the electricity bills be in our post boxes. Eskom is 
not budging on the ever increasing tariffs and we, the poor consumers, will 
be left out in the cold if we refuse to pay the new rates. And this winter in 
particular, those of us who didn’t manage (or couldn’t afford) to get tickets for 
the World Cup, will be snuggled up indoors with family and friends, around 
the TV, heater and the stove!!! So if our teams are on a winning streak, it will 
be the electricity bills to bring tears to our eyes!! How can we avoid the shock 
and save?

1. Winter Chills and Winter Bills!

In order to save electricity in the home, we must understand how electricity is 
used by our appliances. South African households on average use electricity 
in the following ways:

•	 Space	heating	:	 	 	 	 18%
•	 Lighting	:	 	 	 	 	 17%
•	 Fridges	and	freezers	:	 	 	 		8%
•	 Cooking	:	 	 	 	 	 11%
•	 Electronic	equipment	:	 	 	 		5%
•	 Electronic	equipment	on	standby	:		 15%
•	 Geysers	:	 	 	 	 	 24%
•	 Other	:	 	 	 	 	 		2%	
          (...cont.)
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The	figures	above	show	that	appliances	on	standby	actually	do	draw	current	
even if they are not in use. Some examples of these are chargers, microwaves 
(digital clock display), computers, tv’s, DVD players, the list goes on. Turning 
these off completely, pulling out the plug, will save on unnecessary usage. 
There are however certain appliances that draw electricity continuously and 
cannot be turned off such as security systems, remote controlled gates, 
alarms etc .

Another tip is of course to turn down the temperature of the geyser to a 
maximum of 60 degrees in winter and lower still in summer. It’s also 
recommended to insulate the geyser with a specially made geyser blanket. 
Lighting	contributes	to	between	17	and	20%	of	a	household	bill	with	the	use	
of	conventional	 tungsten	bulbs.	Replacing	 these	with	compact-fluorescent	
lamps	(CFL’s)	will	save	a	considerable	amount	of	electricity.	They	also	last	
up	to	8	times	longer!	

Lastly,	the	pool	pump,	an	appliance	that	uses	the	largest	amount	of	electricity	
in the house, can be sparingly used in winter and in fact only a few hours a 
day	are	sufficient	to	keep	the	sparkle	in	and	the	cost	out	of	the	pool.	

In	conclusion,	build	a	fire,	toast	some	marshmallows	and	snuggle	up	-	body	
heat costs nothing!!

Winter Chills and Winter Bills (cont.)
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It has become common practice for people who cannot afford to purchase a 
sectional title property alone, to buy as couples. This form of co-ownership 
does	make	it	more	affordable	to	own	property	and,	specifically	for	a	first	time	
buyer, to get one’s foot in the door of the property market, so to speak. 

This is great news for the market as a whole as it should boost sales, however, 
the	excitement	of	finally	owning	property,	albeit	only	half	or	a	portion,	should	
not cloud one’s judgement and it is essential to document and formalise all 
eventualities	in	the	event	of	the	break-up	of	the	couple	BEFORE	it	happens.

2. Sharing the Costs ..... and the Pain

In	 a	 recent	 article	 on	 Property	 24,	 a	
cohabitation agreement is referred 
to. This agreement can almost be 
described as a contract somewhere 
between an ante-nuptial contract, a will 
and a divorce settlement!. 

The purpose of such an agreement, 
drawn up while the couple are still in 
the so-called “honeymoon” phase of 
their relationship, is to determine in a 
calm and rational state of mind, exactly 
how their various assets – including 
the property itself– are to be dealt with 
in the event of their separation. The 
agreement should cover all aspects of 
the “divorce” including details such as 
who gets the TV and the pots and pans. 

(...cont.)
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3.  The Home Channel
  

Be sure to catch Marina with Kura Chihota on the Home Channel discussing 
various topics of interest relating to Sectional Title. Times and repeats vary 
so check your DSTV guide for further info.

4.  Thanks to .....
  

The	Institute	of	Estate	Agents	for	hosting	Marina	on	Friday	23rd	April	2010,	
an informative and entertaining morning was had by all. 

5.  Sectionally Speaking now on Facebook
  

Check	out	our	Sectionally	Speaking	page	on	Facebook	for	updates	on	what’s	
happening in the ST world.

In our opinion, the agreement should go so far as to specify who pays for 
things like groceries, lights and water and telephone, and in what propor-
tions.	It	may	sound	bizarre	but	in	the	long	run,	a	comprehensive	cohabita-
tion agreement will ensure that both parties’ needs are clearly and fairly 
catered to and facilitate the smooth distribution of their assets should they 
split.	We	are	also	of	the	opinion	that	such	an	agreement	would	be	equally	
useful where friends decide to purchase a property as a group. 

Again, it sounds like a fabulous idea and an easy way to own a piece of 
property, but in order to avoid awkward situations in the event of one of the 
group emigrating or wishing to be bought out by the others, a co-ownership, 
if	not	cohabitation	agreement	should	be	firmly	in	place	PRIOR	to	signing	on	
the dotted line!! 

Sharing the Costs ..... and the Pain (cont.)
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e-mail:	bedfordview@bbmlaw.co.za
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e-mail:	umhlanga@bbmlaw.co.za

Ready to serve…

Nationwide!
Standing: (left to right) Trevor Simon (Jhb); Kelly Northmore 
(Dbn); Jannie Cornelissen (Cpt). Seated: (left to right) Emile 
Strydom (Pta); Marina Constas (Jhb).


